
The Savannah Way
Experience Australia’s Adventure Drive

www.cairnsgreatbarrierreef.org.au 



Leave behind the blue of the Great Barrier Reef for the red 
of the Outback on a journey into the vast Gulf Savannah.

Once the domain of pioneering gold seekers, the Gulf 
Savannah’s 186,000 square kilometres stretch from 
the dry grasslands of the Great Dividing Range to 
the wetlands and rich fishing grounds of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria and are easily accessible to a new breed of 
explorers.

Discover World Heritage fossil fields, wetlands 
abounding with wildlife, mining relics and ghost towns, 
limestone caves, hot springs and dramatic gorges. 
This vast, rugged land boasts natural attractions of 
extraordinary beauty which are in stark contrast to its 
wide, open spaces. 

Friendly characters and historic towns showcase the 
outback’s rich pioneering heritage and offer a true 
Australian adventure. Crack a whip at a working cattle 
station, fossick for gemstones, canoe beneath rugged 
sandstone cliffs, boil the billy on a campfire or watch the 
dance of the jabiru. 

Relax with a cold drink at an historic hotel, discover a 
complete rainforest ecosystem hidden in a lava tube, be 
mesmerised by opera in a spectacular natural setting or 
hook a giant barramundi in a mighty river.

Wildlife is plentiful and easily seen. Birds gather at a 
waterhole, kangaroos bound on the open plain, bats 
emerge from a cave to turn the sky black and a crocodile 
suns itself on a river bank.

Whether you want to follow in the footsteps of explorers 
in a 4WD vehicle, join a luxury coach tour to explore 
underground marvels, jump aboard a rail adventure 
through cattle lands and country towns or swoop in 
from the air to remote landmarks, there’s an Outback 
adventure sure to appeal.

Head west on a real 
Outback adventure
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An EvEnTful JOurnEy
Mt Garnet Rodeo 
Mount Garnet May
If you’d like to experience real Australian bush 
style hospitality, turn up at Mt Garnet on the 
first weekend of May for the town’s races and 
rodeo – as a community event this rates as one 
of the top in the country.

Opera in the Outback 
undara Experience October
An iconic event which sees hundreds of 
visitors from all over Australia find their seats 
in a river bed in the bush for three nights of 
outstanding – world class Opera in an incredibly 
beautiful and unique setting. 

Karumba Community  
Anglers Classic 
Karumba May
This annual event is a major fundraiser for the 
Gulf Barramundi Restocking Association and 
Karumba Progress Association. In 2012, the 
Prize Pool exceeded $25,000.



The Savannah Way. your week of Adventure.
CHillAGOE CAvES SunSET AT KAruMbA
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Catch a glimpse of the Great Barrier Reef from the Kuranda Scenic Rail as 
it winds its way through the Wet Tropics rainforest of the Barron Gorge.

Leave the rainforest behind to journey through the dry savannah to 
Chillagoe where limestone caves reveal amazing formations left behind 
from ancient coral reefs. Admire the massive chunks of marble in the 
open cut mine and visit the historical smelters.

Glide along the serene waters of Cobbold Gorge in a silent electric boat that 
takes you into the heart of the gorge where its massive boulders cast their 
shadows over the narrow waterway. Hike to the top of the escarpment for a 
different perspective of the rugged sandstone formations.

Rejoin the Savannah Way to explore the historical buildings of Croydon 
which have been restored to their former gold rush glory. On Thursdays 
the historic Gulflander train travels to Normanton and most other days 
short trips leave from the classic Victorian era station.

Book a chopper to see the amazing Gulf Savannah landscape from the 
air and drop into Karumba on the edge of the Gulf of Carpentaria in time 
to watch the sun sink into the ocean.

Book a fishing tour for the chance to haul in a massive barramundi while 
you explore the coastal mangroves which are rich with birdlife. Check the 
pots for a giant Gulf mudcrab and eat it freshly cooked for lunch.

Visit the Barramundi Discovery Centre where you can tour a working 
barramundi hatchery and feed some monster barra.

Set off for Burketown, the oldest settlement in the Gulf of Carpentaria. It 
is best to get an early night so you can rise just before daybreak to see 
the Morning Glory cloud formation.

Go underground again to explore another geological wonder, the Undara 
lava tubes. Savannah Guides walk you through pockets of rainforest and 
the cathedral-like environment of the world’s longest lava tubes.

Encounter wallabies, kangaroos and birds on a wildlife walk. Return to 
the lava tubes at night to watch thousands of micro bats take off on 
dusk in search of dinner. Share a yarn around the campfire then cosy up 
for the night in an antique railway carriage.

Start the day with a hearty bush breakfast and head to Mt Surprise to 
fossick for topaz and other gemstones in the dry creek beds.

Stop off at the TerrEstrial Centre at Georgetown to see a spectacular 
collection of more than 4500 minerals from around the world.

Take a detour to Cobbold Gorge, a working cattle station home to an 
array of wildlife including crocodiles, echidnas, wallaroos and more than 
100 species of birds. 

Riversleigh’s ancient landscape is one of the top 10 fossil sites in the world 
and the richest mammal fossil deposit in Australia. See the remains of 
the largest known freshwater crocodile and other fossils that record life 
following the separation of Australian from Gondwana.

Return to Lawn Hill Gorge to discover the area’s Indigenous history 
exploring some of the sites including mussel middens and rock art 
which have been interpreted by the area’s Waanyi elders.

In October the Morning Glory cloud formation rolls across the Gulf 
at dawn taking with it keen gliders wanting to ride this unique 
meteorological formation that rises 2km high.

Set off for Boodjamulla National Park where the spectacular Lawn Hill 
Gorge and World Heritage-listed Riversleigh fossil fields are located. 

Canoe the crystal clear green water of Lawn Hill Gorge where 60 metre 
sandstone walls are hugged by remnants of ancient rainforest home to 
diverse wildlife including water monitors, tortoises and possums.

Spend the night in the lush oasis of Adel’s Grove, a former botanic 
garden filled with exotic trees planted by a French Botanist in the 1930s. 



Australia is a “wide brown land” with plenty of open spaces and amazing adventures 
to be had. To prepare yourself for a drive journey in Australia we strongly encourage 
you to visit the following helpful sites before you leave;

www.drivenorthqueensland.com.au  Drive North Queensland 

www.driveqld.com.au  Qld Drive Tourism info hub

www.racq.com.au  Qld automobile association

www.131940.qld.gov.au Qld Road conditions hub

www.bom.gov.au National weather info hub  

For more ideas and assistance when planning your adventure;

www.savannahway.com.au

www.savannahguides.com.au

www.cairnsgreatbarrierreef.org.au

www.kuranda.org.au 

www.athertontablelands.com.au

www.racq.com.au

Join the conversation at  
www.facebook.com/tropicalnorthqueensland

Download the Drive North Queensland app for free from  
www.drivenorthqueensland.com.au.   
Available on iPhone, iPad and Android phones.

› All vehicles travel on the left side of the road. 

› Do not travel faster than the signed maximum speed limit. 

›  Calculate your distances, ask the locals and share the driving with regular rest stops

› Always carry a current road map.

›  Ensure your vehicle is in good working order and has been serviced recently.

› Slowdown in country areas and on unsealed roads.

›  Watch out for wildlife especially when travelling into the night. Slow down but  
DO NOT swerve.

› In an Emergency, phone 000 for police, fire or ambulance.

›  Carry sufficient water on board as lengthy delays may be experienced if you have 
a breakdown.

›  Be aware of road hazards including road trains, potholes and animals on the road.

› Queensland can have seasonal weather events and flooding. Seek 

› Seatbelts - All occupants of a vehicle must wear seatbelts at all times. 

› Crash Helmets – are compulsory on all motorbikes, scooters and cycles. 

›  Hand-held mobile telephone - Drivers are not allowed to use mobile phones  
whilst driving. 

›  Drink-Driving - Avoid drinking alcohol before driving. Australia has strict laws on 
‘drink-driving’. Some indigenous communities have alcohol restrictions.

North Queensland is a remote region geographically and 
that is one of our greatest attractions. That said, the region is 
a major tourist destination and it is easy to find your way to 
paradise. Our major cities of Cairns, and Townsville are well 
serviced by Airlines, Rail, Coach and Cruise options or you can 
stop in as a highlight of a major drive holiday.
Once in the region there is a multitude of transport options 
available.
The following key websites may assist you with planning your 
visit;
www.jetstar.com
www.virginaustralia.com
www.qantas.com
www.queenslandrail.com.au
www.greyhound.com.au 
www.avis.com.au / www.thrifty.com.au and www.britz.com / 
www. apollocarrentals.com.au

Top Travel Tips

More information

basic road Safety

Help along the way

Getting there

›  Many towns throughout Queensland will have accredited Visitor Information 
Centres which are staffed by local volunteers. They can be identified by the yellow 
“I” symbol         which is widely recognised as a professional and reliable source 
of information. Staff are generally passionate and knowledgeable about the local 
area and can steer you into some hidden secrets and local events.

›  Fuel stops and roadhouses are also a reliable source of up to date information on 
localised road conditions.

›  Your vehicle is just a part of the journey. To get the most out of your experience 
we encourage you to explore and some great ideas include; take a walk in our 
National Parks, join a local day tour, visit a local attraction, take a scenic flight or 
join in one of many local events along the way.


